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Subject:
Revise substantive change for obsolete features
Author:
Robert A. Karlin

References:  

1) ISO/IEC 1989:20xx CD 1.1, July 2090 (Nelson)
2) 08-0245/125 WG4 Responses to 20xx CD Ballot Comments
Discussion:  

08-0245/125 ballot comment US 15: 

“125.  (US 15)  (D.1, Substantive changes potentially affecting existing programs, item 1) 

The justification erroneously states that obsolete features were "... better handled by ... or by new "structured" programming features". The features that were removed are not related to structured programming.

NB Recommendations:

Revise the justification to avoid the mention of structured programming.”

Proposed Changes:
1. Page 857, D.2, Substantive changes potentially affecting existing programs 1), Obsolete Elements, replace Justification:

"In each case, the justification for eventually removing the feature was presented in the previous COBOL standard.  These features are either ones better handled by external hardware or software, or are irrelevant in a modern development environment.  
It is believed that several of these features were infrequently implemented and that few programs have used these features.  For those users that remain dependent on these features, implementors may provide extensions that correspond to the deleted features."

