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DR-58 – Circular references and SAME AS clause

PART 1 - TO BE COMPLETED BY WG SECRETARIAT 
DEFECT REPORT NUMBER:  1989/058 

WG SECRETARIAT:  ANSI 
DATE CIRCULATED BY WG SECRETARIAT:  
DEADLINE ON RESPONSE FROM EDITOR:  

PART 2 - TO BE COMPLETED BY SUBMITTER 
SUBMITTER:  Ann Bennett (Project Editor) 
FOR REVIEW BY:  SC22/WG4 
DEFECT REPORT CONCERNING: 

ISO/IEC 1989:2002 Information technology — Programming languages — COBOL 

QUALIFIER:  Error 
REFERENCES IN DOCUMENT: 

13.16.47, SAME AS clause  
NATURE OF DEFECT: 

13.16.47.2, SAME AS clause, syntax rules do not prohibit circular references, which can lead to undefined results during compilation.  A Note makes that point, but is not normative.  
SOLUTION PROPOSED BY THE SUBMITTER: 
Revise syntax rules for SAME AS clause to prohibit circular references.  

Changes Needed in Technical Corrigendum 

1) Page 342, 13.16.47.2, SAME AS clause, Syntax rules:  Replace all text associated with syntax rule 3 with the following:  

The description of data-name-1, including its subordinate data items, shall not contain a SAME AS clause that references, either directly or through a succession of SAME AS clauses, the subject of the entry or any group item to which this item is subordinate. 
2)  Page 342. 13.16.47.3, SAME AS clause, General rules: Delete the note that immediately follows General Rule 1.    

PART 3 - EDITOR'S RESPONSE: 
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